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“ Nothing extenuate, nor set down aught ts Matice.” 


eC tt OBITZOVa 
On Saturday Night’s Performance, Maroh 10th, 1827, 


ROMEO & JULIET. “ 
Tue story of Romeo and Juliet, had been popular in England 
long before the appearance of Shakspeare’s Tragedy : as early as 
the year 1562, a Play on this very subject had been represented 
before the public, and in a Poem of extreme rarity, entitled “ The 
Pleasant Fable of Hermaphroditus and Salmacis,” printed in 1565, 
and in a very curious work { Philotimus the War betwixt Nature 
and Fortune,’ printed in 1533, we find,twodistingt notices of it, the 
former giving the catastrophé exactly as Shakspeare. has it; and 
shall we wonder at its popularity, since it never entered into the 
human heart, to conceive a tale more truly mournful and pathetic. 
The characters of this ill-fated pair, are drawn with a delicate and 
masterly hand, theirs is that glorious spring-time, when the heart, 
unconscious of evil, and unpractised in the world, indulges those 
fond hopes, those bright visions which fade and die away before 
the stern realities of after-life; but are they less estimable he~ 
cause they are evanescent? Their very remembrance inspires a... 
consolation, similar to that. which we derive from the memory of a 








long-lost friend, with whom our earliest and most innocent enjoys i) 


ments are mingled,and associated, To, Shakspeare nature 
unlocked all her springs, and open 
fore, produced a drama which tothe youthful and ingenuous mind, , 
is harrowing beyond all power!.of expression ; and which, those 
whose feelings may have somewhat subsided under the influence 
of age and experience, shall never read without- having awakened 
in their bosoms the tenderest emotions, 


On Saturday night this play was represented before a brilliant’. 


and very: crowded audience, congregated to witness the Romeo 


and Mercutio of the amateur actors; it is really astonishing to see ,, 
how masses of people are drawn tegether by insatiate curiosity, ., ,, 
when an’ Honourable or Right, Honourable shail deign to stepout.,» , 


of the usual sphere of high-dife, aud put themselves on their trial 
before the tribunalof the people ; what would inevitably be scouted 
or hooted at with deriding seorn, if from ah amateur of humble life, 
however far superior in talent, is not only tolerated, but even 
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ed all her stores; he has,there,;,, 
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applauded to the very_echo, when rank and fortune contributes 
its quotato the stage. ‘This was absolutely yerified to its fullest ex- 
tent on Saturday night, in the most contemptible acting we ever 
witnessed on any boards; from such Romeo's such Mercutio’s and 
such plaudits in future, may heayen alone deliver us! ‘he Romeo 
of Shakspeare is presumed to be a slight, well-proportioned, gen- 
teel, love-sick youth, of the most gentle.and persuasive manners, 
The Romeo of the “ Honourable” was a rude, robust, ‘strapping 


sort of boatswain piece of acting,—witness the balcony scene, and _ 


the words, * Oh, that { were a glove upon that hand, that I might 
touch that cheek,” and the last scene; wherein he is under the in- 
fluenge of poison ; the rant, the noise, and bustle, which mark this 
last expiring effort to please (we beg pardon teaze,) was the vilest 
vutrage upon Shakspeare’s memory we ever beheld; happy is it 
for those who sleep in their graves and are denied the knowledge 
of sublunary things, else, bi Maisbeth says: ‘I'll sleep no more, 
Duncan iKomeo) has ‘murdered sleep” The gentleman who 
performed: Mercutio, had gaiety enough,and was correct in the 
dialogue, but in every thing else, except dress, he was intolerable, 
The whimsical recitation of the Queen Mab speech, was acted by 
poor Bannister, ‘and since by Jones in the most masterly style ; 
with them the lover, the courtier, the lawyer, the parson, and the 
soldier, were distinct impersonations, but with the Mercutio of 
Saturday night, nothing could have been more vile ; we were not 
inattentive to the ‘new reading of the line, «O’er doctor's fingers 
(works) who straight dream on fees,’ This little bit of unmanly 
spite fell short of the mark and excited our pity more than anger ; 
we wonldadvise this amateur, in future, to confine his jokes to the 
_ part of Leporello in Don Juan, in which no doubt-ke. would shine, 
As Major Sturgeon in the Mayor of Garrat, and in light comic 
Interludes he is excéedingly clever, However, the manager has 
no causé'to complain, if what we hear is true, viz: that he has 
netted above Two Hundred Pounds, hard cash, from poor gulled 
John Bull, but with his aceustomedliberality, the whole Tragedy 


of Romeo and Juliet was got up in such a way, as: would have dis- | 


graced abarn. We appeal to the auditors of Saturday night for 
the trath ‘of our observations, especially in the grand first scene 
of act 5th. The whole stage should have been laid open to its 
extreme point, representing the centre aisle of a conventual church, 
an organ, either in reality, or painted on the canvass in the distance, 
a splendid bier, surmounted with white plumes, borne on the 
shoulders of six'men should be carried‘along the nave, and rested 
under the cettre arch; The whole family of the Capulets, with 
their connexiéns following indeep mourning, and the choral sing~ 


ers, nuns and monks, drawn up on each side, the priest with at- . 


tendants meeting the body and throwing incense ;' the organ play- 
ing a funeral dirge. The words and the musie are awfully grand 
and sublime, and deserve the utmost attention and support of the 
wholedramatic Corps ; but here, on our stage, and inthe preseneg 
of two thonsand people, how is the fact ? why; that only a third 
of the stage was occupied, and that by the corpse of Juliet daying 
what they call in state, a piece of old rusty furniture that-we " gon 
sume had once been black, represented the bier and coffin with an 


outlandish sért.of an escutcheon at the feet, and a banner used, 
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time out of mind on other occasions at the head, three or four ree 
latives, like statues without either sensibility or feeling on’ either : 
side the body, and half a dozen choristers, without even a hand 
organ behind the scenes to keep them in time, no priest or attend- 
ants, and the music in the orchestra of that kind and eharacter, as’ 


to stamp the whole concern with perfect ridicule. 
Miss Lawrence ax Juliet, should know, that however graceful and elegaiit as she 

" Perse, as wants a ome, cok mere to pes yas cay! ip ney el es 1B nr 
ond in Jove, ardent in hope, exquisite in modesty, antic ia ; - 
tially necessary to be Jeartraned, we won’t say that Miss Lawrence fated ia di these, . 
because her acting in the scene with the nurse when she clings around her to learn: 
“ what news from Romeo,” will give denial at once, but in a t many parts, she 
was too formal and too sententious. The Friar Lawrence of Mr Arian had none of 
that calm philosophic dignity about it, which characterizes the man secluded from: . 
the world ; he exhibited but little of that kindly feeling of human nature, which . 
shonld matk him as the friend and confidant of the two levers ; there are sentiments 
of great beauty assigned to this part, ally in the first entrance ,in act the 2nd, 
and in act 4th, where he gives the phial to Juliet,—but we looked in vain for that 
pathos and snblimity in Mr Arlan’s personation of it. The nurse, like Audrey and 


Hostess Quickly, is one of those characters that yg ye delighted to ys 
it is one of broad humonr and of simple nature, and in it we thought Mrs Watkinson 
appeared with considerable credit. Mr Baker as the apothecary, did not a’ 
character so as to make it appear in any degree as of Shakepeare’s creation; he 
neither the appearance of ‘ famine in his cheeks,’ nor of ‘ need and op in, 
his eye,’ nor upon his bak hung ragged misery—he says but little, does less, 
yet he isintroduced with such a power of description, and appears at so important a 
juncture that no character whatever in the play, becomes more dee; 

on our memory—Mr Baker should have studied it, and then he would have known 
how to have acted this important part as well as any person that we know of. The 
whole of the last scene of the Play with the Prince, oe Friar Lawrence, and 
Ralthazar, &c. was omitted, which brought down marked disapprobation, 


To the Editor.of the Theatrical Observer. 
Sir,— I beg pardon, but I dont intrude,” I shall on'y jus 
“ pop in” and take an occasional peep good Mr Editor, I am sure you are fond of 
company, and will not refuse me a corner of your “ Observer.” 

I like your plan much, you have ‘already ' proved yourself a Aone 6 ‘Whipper-in,” 
and if you go on exercising the same. zealous efforts, you will ‘ it’ a few more 
abuses in our Theatrical managemenf-- Your mottois excellent, * Nothing extenuate, 
&c.’ agt up to it and you will do well. ‘I think you flatter Arlan toojmuuch, he is a clever 
fellow, but struts aboutthe stage too much ; hut most handsome men are conceited ; no 
offence, 1 hope Mr Editor, you are always ‘down’ 7" Mr G. Smith, in fact you are 
unnecessarily severe upon a very. usefil actor. He is by nomeans ‘first rate’ 1 
grant, but I have seen him play several characters most respectably—to speak the 
truth, and do him justice, he js always correct ; if some of the great guns were to 
imitate him in this, our good old Prompter would save his powder and shot ma- 
terially. 

Do contrive; alias entreat the manager to let us have some daneing ; he cannot have 
forgotten how much our Theatricals prospered when the Misses Aspinal’s were with 
the company, he never had such a season before, nor since. Excuse the length of 
my letter, but before I conclude, let me beg of you not to be too svere upon ordi- 
nary talent ; all dare say do their best, when youcorrect (and I am sure correction 
is sometimes necessary,) do it iu mercy. If you wish to hear from me again, 1 am 


at your service, « PAUL PRY.” 


P S. Where is Miss Lawrence going to? Does Sherwin pay Andrews for play- 
ing Sam Savoury ?!! 


To the Editor ef the Theatrical Observer, 


SIR,—Having been an admirer of the Drama for more than ity 

your, and, having seen most of the principal Actors of the past and present age, 
ave to a tyon will insert in your excellent publication, a few observations upon 
some of the érformers of the Norwich Theatre : during the last week, I had an op- 
rtunity of witnessing all the new ones, (with the hays ofMiss Lawrence) that 
ave jately joined the Company. 14m sorry I must differ very io trom 
some of your Correspondents respecting Mr. Arian, he possesses a pleasing Fi- 
gure and hks a gentlemanly cpyoerance, and is not devoid of 1 it, which hy 
time apd close study, may euadle him to rise to some eminence in his Profession, 
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+ he is deficient at present in two very necesiary 


if not spoiled by injadieious praise 
nisites for,an actor,,viz «an easy natural mander, and iw feeling, as an instance, 
in Sr ar Stanmore, in the new Comedy of a ‘ Schoal fer Grown Children,” 


1 “great stiffness and ‘formality in his representation of it; I was present 
whenihe ed Duniont, and although his recitation ‘was eorrect, there was not 
in my one atom of feeliug evinced by him ‘throughout the whole cliaracter ; 
he is te in not having eA capeenaiye countenance, he must be considered 


at t, very inferior toMr Barton in every thing but voice, the best characters 
in which } ‘en him; were Griddo? and Anigerstoff.—Miss Willianis is too small in her 
figure ever to appear to advantage as the Terolte of Tragedy, she however played 
ane Shore ins yery tolerable’ manner; but her powers are not equal to such a cha- 
ie: it, T would’ recommend her to take ‘niore of the 
Pher’ cheeks’: in the ‘last act, instead of ‘a pale, she made a rosy corpse ; 
the part assigned to ber in the new (Comedy she was more at howe in, she played it 
rably well,“Mrs Brudenell’s performiance of Alicia, did her great credit, but 
she yoke ‘figiiré enough for such cliaracter as Meg Merrilies ; such of your readers 
who have seen Bis ‘W. C Hin ‘it, eanaot but observe the contrast, she played 
pig Aa “Mrs Revel'iii ‘the tiew Comédy ‘as did Mrs ‘Hannam Lady Stan- 
The arts of wha: yelknd gnd Panny were most ably sustained by Mr Wil- 
kinsop and Mrs Saker:—Mr ae in ‘every thing.—Mrs Balls is‘not a bad 
actress, but has got a awkward action at na el hands ‘together and stickinz 
out her elbows, whichis very E°'It is impossible to speak too highly of 
Mr and Mrs Baker; Mr'Sherwin‘ and Mr Wharton‘ are good actors, but would b2 
better did they ‘not make 60 many grimaces, it is descénding to buffoonery.--It is 
le to bere rm Miss Phillips’ either singing’ or speaking, her timidity so 
complet better ofher. she mast acquire more énce,—Mrs D. Smitu 
is v ood both as a singer and an actress, and we congraftlate the public on her 
re 
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‘y, which is done in a:very careless slovenly tianner, 
<n Deret Cee i id VINDEX: 


Critique om Monday Night's Performance, 
T | lar Traged apie - here last night i 
HIS ver ular wast ented here last night in'a 
very oreditathe buhnner: jaan peatons shies Althdugh the incidents. 





which belongs-to this ‘Play; are far from! numerous, yet they aré | ~ 
of that natunethat can never fail to excite.the sympathy of a Brit~ - 


ish Audience. ¢To'be continued in our next.) 
On Tworspay,,March 15th, 1827, will be performed. the Comedy 
a 


of Th 


SCHOOL OF: REFORM. 


Lord Avondale, Mr ARLAN-General Tarragan Mr WHARTON 
Ferment, Mr BALLS—Tyke, Mr SHERWIN 
Frederic; Mr Gs SMITH—Old ‘Tyke, Mr BEACHAM 
Timothy, Mr HAMERTON—Bailiff, Mr CLIFFORD 
Servants,.Messta.. NICHOLLS, STACY, and BRYAN. 
Mrs Ferment, Mrs HANNAM—Julia, Miss WiLLPFAMS 
Mrs St Clair, Mrs HAMERTON— Mrs Nicely, Mrs WATKIN, 
Shelah, Mrs BAKER 


~ 4 COMIC SONG; BY MR. BAKER. 








To conclude with the favourite Melo-Drama of the 





Barony Mr. HAMERTON —Colonel Rigolio, Mr ARLAN 


Myrtillg,.a Dumb, Orphaa, Mrs BALLS.--Stella, Mrs D, SMITH - 


We have no. room for; Réwarks. 
Printed by P, Cranefield, Bethel Street, Norwich, aa 





The manager should see’ mote ‘attention’ paid to shifting the | 


BROEEN SWORD. 
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